
 

Hawaii Gay Flag Football League (HIGFFL)​
Code of Conduct 

 

1. Purpose 
The Hawaii Gay Flag Football League (HIGFFL) is committed to creating a safe, 
inclusive, sportsmanlike, and enjoyable environment for all athletes, officials, and 
spectators. All participants must uphold the values of respect, inclusion, integrity, and 
aloha. 

 

2. Player Expectations 
2.1 Sportsmanship & Inclusion 

●​ Treat teammates, opponents, officials, and spectators with respect and 
aloha. 

●​ Promote a welcoming environment for LGBTQIA+ players and allies. 
●​ Demonstrate fair play and positive behavior at all times. 

2.2 Respect for Officials 
●​ Follow all referee instructions immediately. 
●​ Disagreements must be directed first to a team captain and expressed 

calmly and respectfully. 
●​ Abusive language toward officials is prohibited. 

2.3 Physical Conduct 
●​ No tackling, striking, kicking, tripping, or unnecessary roughness. 
●​ No aggressive behavior during disputes. 
●​ Excessive or dangerous physical play may result in immediate removal. 

2.4 Verbal Conduct 
●​ No harassment, bullying, slurs, or discriminatory remarks at any time. 
●​ No threats or intimidation. 
●​ Profanity directed at others is prohibited. 
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3. Team Captain Responsibilities 
 Ensure all players are registered and have signed waivers. 

●​ Promote inclusive and respectful behavior within the team. 
●​ Manage spectator behavior associated with the team. 
●​ Communicate league expectations and updates to all players. 

 

4. Spectator Conduct 
●​ Spectators must remain off the field and on the sidelines/tents 
●​ Disrespectful, disruptive, or abusive behavior is prohibited. 
●​ Poor conduct by spectators may result in them being asked to leave, and 

potential team penalties. 
 

5. Zero-Tolerance Behaviors 
These actions result in immediate disciplinary review and possible removal:  

●​ Fighting or attempting to fight  
●​ Threats, harassment, or discriminatory language  
●​ Physical contact with an official  
●​ Severe unsportsmanlike conduct  
●​ Hate speech or targeted harassment 

 

6. Disciplinary Actions 
HIGFFL Disciplinary Action Matrix 

 

7. Appeals Process 
Participants may submit a written appeal within 48 hours of a disciplinary ruling. A 
League Review Committee will evaluate the  appeal. All decisions after review are final. 

 

8. Agreement 
By participating in HIGFFL, all players acknowledge they agree to uphold this Code of 
Conduct and the values of respect, inclusion, and aloha. 
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HIGFFL Disciplinary Action Matrix 
 
Level Examples of Violations Consequences 

Level 1 
Minor Infractions 

- Profanity/outbursts, not directed at an individual 
- Repeated verbal complaints 

- First offense: Warning 
- Second offense: 1-game suspension 
- Third offense: Multi-game suspension 
  

Level 2 
Moderate Infractions 

- Taunting or provocative behavior 
- Repeated unsportsmanlike conduct 
- Aggressive verbal exchanges (e.g. swearing at) 
- Dangerous but non-malicious physical play 
  

- First offense: Removal from game 
- Second offense: 1-2 game suspension 
- Third offense: Season suspension 
  

Level 3 
Major Infractions 

- Threatening behavior 
- Intentional physical contact (non-fight) 
- Harassment of players, officials, or spectators 
 

- First offense: Season suspension 
- Second offense: Multi-season ban or permanent 
expulsion 
  

Level 4 
Severe Infractions 
 (Zero Tolerance) 

- Fighting 
- Physical contact with an official 
- Hate speech or slurs toward a person/group 
- Violent conduct or extreme aggression 
 

- Immediate ejection from game and fields 
- Automatic season ban 
- Review may result in permanent removal 
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